
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2684 May 6, 2015 
Springfield Tire Company for 33 years 
until his retirement. He became a 
member of Fulton Myers American Le-
gion Post. He and his wife had two chil-
dren but lost one due to complications 
of childbirth. They raised their son 
William Augustus Colbert, III, who 
went to Bowie State University, where 
he met and married his wife Anna Hud-
son Colbert. Mr. Colbert has been 
blessed with four grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. Last July, Mr. 
Colbert became a great-great-grand-
father. He is an admired family man 
who has opened his home, heart, and 
talents—including hunting, fishing, 
photography, and jazz—to family and 
friends alike. Mr. Colbert has enjoyed 
gardening and carpentry, and he per-
sonally ensured that the U.S. flag was 
raised and lowered each day on the 
former Pine Avenue playground, which 
was located directly across the street 
from his house. 

The contributions of Mr. Colbert and 
his fellow Tuskegee Airmen—the first 
African American combat unit in the 
Army Air Corps—played a crucial role 
in integrating the U.S. armed services. 
They helped to shatter stereotypes 
through their distinguished service at 
home and abroad. 

In the 109th Congress, I was honored 
to cosponsor legislation awarding the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Tuskegee Airmen in recognition long 
overdue of their unique military 
record, which inspired revolutionary 
reform in the Armed Forces, and to 
join the President of the United States 
and my colleagues in Congress in pre-
senting the medal to 300 members of 
the Tuskegee Airmen in a ceremony in 
the U.S. Capitol. The medal features 
three Tuskegee Airmen in profile—an 
officer, a mechanic and a pilot. The 
eagle symbolizes flight, nobility, and 
the highest ideals of our Nation. The 
years 1941–1949 indicate the years dur-
ing which these airmen were assigned 
to segregated units. The reverse side 
depicts three types of airplanes flown 
by the Tuskegee Airmen in World War 
II: the P–40, P–51 and B–25. The original 
gold medal remains on display at the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. Colbert was in failing health at 
the time, so he was unable to attend 
that ceremony and be presented with a 
copy of the medal. I am pleased to an-
nounce that on Friday, May 15, 2015, 
Mr. Colbert will finally receive the rec-
ognition he has earned during a presen-
tation of the Congressional Gold Medal 
along with presentations by State and 
local elected officials, veterans service 
organizations, and the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, NAACP, in his hometown of 
Cumberland, MD. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing sincere appreciation and con-
gratulations to Mr. Colbert for his out-
standing service to our country in uni-
form and in his community. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MARY ELIZABETH 
CUNNINGHAM 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
would like to pay tribute to a Con-
necticut resident who recently dem-
onstrated extraordinary capability and 
heroism. Mary Elizabeth Cunningham, 
a resident of Niantic, who works as an 
emergency room nurse at Yale-New 
Haven Hospital, was flying from Chi-
cago to Hartford on April 22. When she 
heard an announcement over the loud-
speaker seeking the assistance of any 
medical professionals on board, she 
quickly volunteered to help a pas-
senger experiencing respiratory dif-
ficulties. After successfully providing 
aid, Ms. Cunningham was about to re-
turn to her seat when she was asked to 
help another passenger, who had lost 
consciousness. While assessing the sit-
uation, she began to feel dizzy herself, 
along with other passengers and mem-
bers of the flight crew. 

Despite the challenging cir-
cumstances, she did not panic but in-
stead urged the flight crew to make an 
emergency landing, fearing something 
was wrong. The pilot swiftly landed the 
plane in Buffalo, and although 17 pas-
sengers were later evaluated by med-
ical personnel, it appears that everyone 
has made a full recovery. Had Ms. 
Cunningham not been on the plane to 
assist with handling the situation, that 
might not have been the case. 

Ms. Cunningham deserves the highest 
praise, not just for her choice to be-
come a health provider, but for her 
speedy and decisive actions to help 
those in need and recognizing a poten-
tially disastrous situation. I am par-
ticularly pleased to recognize her on 
National Nurses Day, when we recog-
nize the essential services nurses pro-
vide in hospitals and communities all 
across the country. I know all of Con-
necticut joins me in honoring and 
thanking Ms. Cunningham for her ex-
emplary performance in the line of 
duty.∑ 

f 

TOP MONTANA TEAM IN CAPITOL 
HILL CHALLENGE 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize a group of Montana students 
and their teacher, who truly embody 
the innovative and hardworking spirit 
that has, for so long, been the engine of 
our great Nation. 

Ms. Jennifer Zirbel and her class at 
Lone Peak High School in Gallatin 
Gateway, MT, recently represented 
Montana well in the Capitol Hill Chal-
lenge with their exemplary perform-
ance in the 12th annual Stock Market 
Game. 

There were 5,000 high school and mid-
dle schools teams from all 50 States 
that participated in the Challenge. As 
the top performing Montana team in 
the competition, they have dem-
onstrated exemplary knowledge of 
math, economics, business and the 

global economy. They have made Mon-
tana proud. They are outstanding 
young Montanans who have proven 
that hard work and dedication can lead 
to tremendous success in whatever you 
set your mind to. The real world finan-
cial and business skills that they have 
gained through their participation in 
this program will no doubt serve them 
well in their future as active citizens.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHEYENNE BRADY 
∑ Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I 
congratulate Ms. Cheyenne Brady, a 
resident of the great State of North 
Dakota, on being crowned the 2015–2016 
Miss Indian World. 

The Miss Indian World competition is 
the largest and most prestigious cul-
tural pageant for young Native women 
and was recently held during the Gath-
ering of Nations Powwow at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico in Albuquerque. 
Twenty contestants from across the 
United States and Canada were judged 
on public speaking, a personal inter-
view, talent presentation, traditional 
dance, and an essay. Throughout the 
competition, contestants demonstrated 
an in-depth knowledge of their culture 
and tribal history. Cheyenne won 
awards for the Best Essay as well as 
Best Dancer categories. 

Cheyenne is a member of the Sac and 
Fox Nation, and also represents the 
Hidatsa Arikara, Cheyenne, Pawnee, 
Otoe, Kiowa Apache, and Tonkawa 
tribes. At 22 years old, she is a student 
at North Dakota State University ma-
joring in behavioral health and was re-
cently accepted into North Dakota 
State University’s graduate school pro-
gram for American Indian Public 
Health. As Congress works to support 
Native youth and address their holistic 
needs that include behavioral and men-
tal health issues, it is heartening to see 
Cheyenne specialize in areas so critical 
to helping her tribe and community 
members succeed. 

I wish Cheyenne well as she travels 
across the United States and Canada in 
her role as Miss Indian World. During 
her reign, Cheyenne hopes to instill a 
sense of pride in Native youth and will 
encourage them to embrace their cul-
ture. It is truly a great honor to have 
such a talented young woman rep-
resent North Dakota and Indian Coun-
try on the world stage.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVEN LEACH 
∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the inspiring 
accomplishments of Steven Leach, a 
20-year U.S. Army veteran and past de-
partment commander of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars from Pawlet, VT, who 
is known by his fellow veterans, 
friends, and acquaintances as ‘‘The 
Monument Man.’’ Steve has long been 
a strong leader within the veterans’ 
community, especially as a member of 
Harned-Fowler VFW Post 6471 in Man-
chester Center, VT, and a passionate 
advocate for veterans and their family 
members. 
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